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English Abstract

The rapid loss of Hakka language in Taiwan has resulted in Hakka children’s weak Hakka
language abilities. Although Mino is a Hakka community, Hakka language is still endangered.
Therefore, Kaohsiung City Government promotes an experimental “‘Kaohsiung Hakka Family
Empowerment Project”, which aims to promote parent’s Hakka language preservation
awareness and practice. The main research participants were children and parents of six families
who participated in Mino’s project. At least one child and one parent must participate in each
time’s activity. The age of children was from preschool to second grade age group. The
researchers used questionnaire and semi-structured interviews to collect data. Questionnaire was
collected after each time’s activity. There were 4 times’ collections of questionnaires in total. The
semi-structured interviews were conducted at the end of the project, which were conducted in a
one by one and face-to face form. The purposes of the interview were to understand parent’s in-
depth thought of the project and their Hakka language practices at home. The questionnaire data
were analyzed by ratio analysis and the interview data were analyzed qualitatively. Research
results show that the family empowerment project can promote parents’ Hakka language
preservation awareness, willingness, and practice. In addition, children’s motivation of speaking
Hakka language is enhanced even though there are many challenges faced by the families. In the
final part, strategies to promote a heritage family empowerment project have been discussed and

suggested in this paper.

Keywords: Family language empowerment, heritage language preservation, Hakka

preservation, family language policy
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